MOSCOW   IN   THE    MAKING
servdce3 encourage a socialist spirit and outlook. On the
other hand, they think that life in a separate house with its
own garden tends to strengthen an individual and selfish
habit of life.
As regards the central parts of the city, everybody I spoke
to was most emphatic that the old two-story houses must go,
that Moscow must be a real city with buildings worthy of
the capital of the greatest country in the world. The houses
in the ordinary streets must have at least five stories, and on
the more important streets ten and fifteen stories, to give
opportunity for architectural effects and to correspond with
the real importance of Moscow.
The climate, of course, plays an important part; a garden
can only be worked and enjoyed for about five months in the
year. And the long and very cold winter means that a
cottage cannot be built, as in England, two bricks thick:
it would be impossible to keep such a cottage warm. But
the cost of heating a cottage, even when suitably built, is
greater than that of an individual flat, which is kept warm
by the surrounding flats; and the necessary thickening of
the walls substantially increases the cost of the cottage.
The Mossoviet authorities informed me that they had care-
fully estimated the cost of housing people in cottages in
satellite towns, allowing, of course, for all the necessary
development costs and services as well as the cost of heating,
and had come to the conclusion that it was definitely cheaper
to house the population in large tenement blocks in the city
rather than, in cottages situated in satellite towns or villages
outside,
Another important factor seems to be the position of
women in Moscow. A large proportion of women are
workers in factories or offices and have little time or energy
for housework. Servants are obtainable only with the
greatest difficulty, and the general opinion seems to be that
this difficulty will steadily increase. The men with whom
I discussed this matter generally took the view that it did
not much matter to them whether they lived in a flat or a
cottage* but that they were not interested in having a garden.
What they wanted was a wife who was doing an outside job,
who had intellectual interests and who was a companion
and not a mere housekeeper. Incidentally, one of these
men said that nobody in Russia would mind if his wife got
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